Gonzales Chapter 3 Reading Questions
What led to the first internal anti-imperialist movement in the US, and what overseas event did it focus on?

After 1898, territorial annexation ceased.  What two forms of domination and control of Latin America became ascendant?

From page 59, a series of military occupation early in the 1900s allowed US banks and corporations to gain control over key industries in much of our study region (note that this chapter looks at the experience in the Caribbean and parts of Central America).  

The basic strategies are laid out on page 59, and they were applied in various forms depending on the country in question. 

What did the local elites and US diplomats and military commanders often have in common?  They often ended up as _________  or _________ of the new firms.  This kind of corruption often paved the way for US control of key industries.
What was the US companies' strategy when a nationalist leader was reluctant to go along with the plan for their investments?  What were the pretexts and justifications of this to the American people back home?

Following up on the previous question, how were Latin American leaders portrayed?

But if these men were so unsavory, what was the contradiction about US dealings with them?

When US-owned plantations came into a country, the land was not empty.  What happened to peasants when these plantations took over the land?  

In what might at first seem like a strange twist, it was not uncommon for the peasants who were displaced to be the very same ones who ended up working for the company that displaced them.  Think of it this way, if you are a rural illiterate peasant, your job opportunities anywhere are quite limited.  Your way of acquiring enough food to eat is to grow it.  But if you lose your land, how are you going to eat?  By earning wages, often from working on cash crop plantations.  So you become dependent on cash wages.  If the plantation where you then work later closes, then you must migrate.

As Gonzalez points out, at first the migratory labor streams tended to be between ____   ____________ ____________. (page 60)

But beginning with World War II, what changed about migration for people in the region, and why?

PUERTO RICO Please skip this section for 2017 class
Even though Puerto Rico is not part of Mexico or Central America, we will cover its experience a bit, as I think it is instructive for later examining events in Central America.

When General Nelson Miles landed in Puerto Rico, how was he received by most Puerto Ricans, and why?

Two years later, the Foraker Act was passed.  What were its basics?  What role could the US Congress play, if it wished? 

Gonzalez writes "in many ways, the Foraker Act gave Puerto Ricans  __________ self-government than they had enjoyed under Spain".

One myth that many Americans in the United States believe is that the US government tends to act overseas to promote democracy, freedom of commerce, and self-determination of other nations.  Example:  "It __________ the island from making commercial treaties with other countries."  

What was the effect of replacing the Puerto Rican peso with the American dollar on its independent coffee farmers?  (note that the phrase agricultural proletariat means farm workers who get jobs wherever they can)
Legal challenges to the Foraker Act were launched, and the eventual decisions provided the principal legal backing for this country's holding of colonies to the present day.

What is the gist of what dissenting Justice John Marshall Harlan wrote about the decision in Downes v. Bidwell?

US sugar grower came in great numbers to the island.  But how/why did their presence lead to the emigration of Puerto Ricans elsewhere?  (whether this was a good thing or not for the workers is a question unto itself - but why did scores escape while in transit to Hawaii, for example?)

How were petitions for self-rule by Puerto Rico treated by the US Congress?

Why did Puerto Rico in the 1930s and 1940s become a hotbed for strikes and anti-American violence?  

For a context to this, bear in mind that the sugar cane production companies operating there had the roots in the US South…need I say more?

Munoz was to a large degree successful in his industrialization program for Puerto Rico.  But what was the problem that led to Munoz and officials in Washington to put forth another strategy?  What was the strategy?

We will skip the Cuba section, though if you are at all curious about it I recommended you read it.

PANAMA

Why did Teddy Roosevelt devise a whole new nation just to house the Panama Canal?
Who had pushed for a canal since the 1850s? 

Other than through Panama, what was the other proposed route?  

Amongst engineers, the latter route had more support, but what did the lawyer and investor William Nelson Cromwell do that seems to have helped secure the congressional majority for the Panama route?  

What was another factor in favor of the Panama route, something that Nicaragua was unwilling to do? 
But what did the Colombian Congress do, and under what justification?  (remember that at this point all of what is today Panama, was in those days a province of Colombia)
What was President Roosevelt's response and strategy?  Who were two key leaders in this effort, and what were their interests in having the canal in Panama?

One thing that you might find interesting someday is to read how Teddy Roosevelt's biographers have handled the Panama story.  (by the way, I am mostly a fan of Teddy Roosevelt)
What was the eventual political outcome of this military effort, which included US sailors blocking the entry of Colombian troops into Colon harbor?

How many total black West Indians migrated to the Panama Canal Zone, including workers and their families?  By adding this number to the existent population of Panama, what percentage of all Panamanian residents were then there due to canal work?  

How long did the construction take?

By approximately what multiple was the death rate of black canal workers greater than that of white canal employees?  (Note that scientifically this is not proof that canal work was the sole or primary cause of this.  My reading of this from an epidemiologic perspective is that the canal working conditions were major but not the sole causes of this higher death rate)
When I was in Panama, people there tended to refer to the Canal Zone as the "Zona", with sometimes obvious resentment.  Why, from Gonzalez, might there be resentment, especially among people who are of West Indian descent, and even amongst Panamanians?  (3 or 4 reasons)

Among many of the US white canal zone employees, what part of the US were many from?  Is this a fair or useful question, in the context of the previous one?
Why would you not have met any Panamanians in the Zona during this period of time?

We will also not cover the Dominican Republic section.  

NICARAGUA

The strongman jefes of Nicaragua were by the 1930s the Samoza family.  It is instructive to see how Nicaragua got stuck with this monstrous family, which was to reign over Nicaragua with an iron fist until 1979.
Nicaragua was a stable and prosperous country around  the turn of the century, with a ardent nationalist president (Zelaya) who was forward looking and managed the country well, including relations with foreign investors.  What was his big mistake, and who did he get into conflict with?

Who fomented anti-Zelaya revolts, and who came in to protect their properties from confiscation?

In 1907, when war had broken out between Nicaragua and a coalition of Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador, who came to protect the banana companies in Honduras?

While the war was halted in part by the diplomatic efforts of the US secretary of state and Mexican president Porfirio Diaz, who convinced Zelaya to withdraw, what did the whole affair do to the regional status of Zelaya?

Where was the Estrada rebellion against Zelaya planned, and who financed it?

How did the whole affair end up for Zelaya?

Who ended up in power?

Who looted the Nicaraguan treasury?

Who controlled the new National Bank of Nicaragua? (1912)

In 1925, who won the presidential election?  Who was the Nicaraguan General Chamorro trying to install back into the presidency, even though he was voted out?  (so much for democracy)   Who did the peasants favor, and what led to the rise of Augosto Cesar Sandino?

Did the six thousand US marines behave themselves well?  (Ocotal)  What happened to US public sentiment about the US military occupation subsequently?

What did the US do before it left Nicaragua, and what was the outcome two years later?

General Samoza did what with Sandino and later the popularly elected Sacasa?  Did the US intervene again after these unlawful acts by Samoza?

Given the content and answers of the previous questions, could one argue with a straight face that the US was supporting democracy in Nicaragua at the time?

The election of who in the United States led to an end to overt bullying and military occupations in Latin America?  What was the new strategy?  (your answer should contain the words los jefes in it)

What is a common thread in the story of the strongmen who ruled much of Latin America from the mid 1930s through the 1950s?

How did North American companies see the strongmen, from the point of view of their interests?

How much was the total  US investment in Latin America between 1950 and 1967, and how much were the total profits?

So if any social democratic or radical leftist regime came into power, threatening the business climate for US companies, Washington responded by backing right wing opponents or ___________  ___________.

List the example of Guatemala.
"But as US capital increasingly penetrated Latin America during the century, Latin America  __________ headed __________."  (page 77)

What share of Mexico's population migrated north in the first 30 years of the 1900s?  What kinds of work did they do?  (note that many if not most who fled the Revolution were landowners)

"Migrations from Latin America that got going by the 1950s and grew later on were from the same countries our ____________________________________________________"

(pages 77-8)

"Anglo conquest had boomeranged back to ___ ______."
